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Our company, social,
environmental and
economically
sustainable
DAABON group is the product of the
work of three generations dedicated to
agro -industry since 1914. The first
generation developed its activities in the
industry of the banana tree and the
cattle ranch. Its second generation
introduced the oil palm, and in the 90’s,
its third generation continued
consolidating and organic registered
letter was committed with agro-industry,
nowadays located as one of the
producing conglomerates with the
greatest projection in this sector in our
country. The group develops its
activities in an extensive region of the
Sierra Nevada of Santa Marta declared
by the Program Man and Biosphere
(MAB) of UNESCO as a patrimony of
humanity and as a reservation of
biosphere, figure that was born in 1971
in order to distinguish and to maintain
those territories where representative
ecosystems of a region exist and in which
the conditions are given to permit a use
of the compatible territory with the
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Bonanza bananas farm view (Buritaca)

Daabon group projects itself from
one of the most beautiful regions
and better located of the world
In one of the most beautiful regions of
the world for its tropical exuberance of
vegetation, bordering the Caribbean Sea,
in the North part of Colombia and the
first city founded on mainland in
America by Castilian Don Rodrigo de
Bastidas on the 29 of July,1525, the
DAABON group projects itself towards
the international community. The main
facilities are located in Santa Marta,
capital of the department of the
Magdalena, city that is characterized for
having in its historical center a beautiful
colonial architecture and to be
surrounded by countless and beautiful
bays. At the present, one of the most
desired tourist destinations for
Colombians and foreigners who visits
the country. The city of Bastidas, counts

on an excellent hotel infrastructure and
four great beauty spots that are forced to
be visited, the Lost City, the National
Park Tayrona, the National Park Sierra
Nevada of Santa Marta and the Villa of
San Pedro Alejandrino (place where the
Liberator of America, Simón Bolivar,
died). Few kilometers from the capital of
the Magdalena department the Sierra
Nevada of Santa Marta is found and in
spurs of that Mountain range are the
plantations of banana tree, palm and
coffee of the Group, plantations that are
favored by the climate diversity, which
makes possible the existence of varied
cultures. The Sierra Nevada of Santa
Marta, is the highest mountainous bulk
of the world, is made of a triangular base
and a pyramidal volume with three faces.
Continues pg. 3
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Our Social Commitment
Colombia is one of the countries with
greater social problems in Latin
America, and the region where the
DAABON group carries out its agroindustrial activity does not escape to that
reality. Being aware of this problem, the
group acquires a greater social
commitment everyday, not only with its
workers but with the community. Since
our creation the commitment of the
group has been total with the necessities
of the population where there is an
influence of our production units. An
example or this is the social taking of
steps in the area of the banana
plantations; in this case, by the
DAABON family initiative, we have
created the Social Foundation Dávila
Bio-banana "FUNDABANA", which
purpose is developing programs, actions
and all type of activities for improving

the conditions of life of its workers.
The greater beneficiaries of the creation
of this Foundation are the employees of
the banana plantations of Cancún,
Bonanza and Don Diego, properties
that are located between Guachaca,
Buritaca and Don Diego, and those
from the plantations to which C.I. z
S.A. buys banana tree from that fulfill
the norms on organic production of that
fruit.
In addition, it will be able to benefit the
resident communities in the banana area
located in the District of Santa Marta.
This foundation is nourished with
resources that are obtained by the result
of the positioning of the fruit in the
international markets, and those that are
obtained by donations and/or
contributions that other organizations or
people give. Fundabana works through

a supervising agency integrated by
workers and representatives of the
company, who indicate the way towards
where the resources obtained must go
focused to. At the moment the directors
of the Foundation are elaborating the
budget of operation and the plan of
action to execute and to develop during
the rest of the year 2002. The resident
community in the area of influence of
the plantations is being listened on the
part of this committee, that have
indicated their intention that those
resources are canalized to works of
common benefit, for example, basic
health and housing.
We also do contributions to Foundation
FUNDESBAN, which has been existing
in the region for several years and
through which social benefit works have
been done, such as the creation or

Party given to the employees children banannas farms
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dowry of schools and health buildings,
housing improvement, brigades of
recreation, agreements for garbage
collection and the accomplishment of
routes, and basic cleaning for all the area
of influence of the banana plantation
areas of the group. We are also
interested
in
the
continuous
improvement of the processes and
activities within our companies, looking
for obvious that the workers see
themselves beneficiaries by that
improvement and are reflected in that
commitment that the group has as far as
its social responsibility.
At the present time for the banana tree
plantations we are initiating the process
of certification as employers with social
and labor responsibility, the SA 8000
Certification (Social Accountability
8000) based on the principles of human
rights and which mentions several
international norms for defending the
rights of the workers. We have inter
institutional agreements with the
Cooperative of the Colombian
Northeastern Coffee producers and
Cofimag of the Magdalena, with the
indigenous organizations Guanawindua
Tayrona and the Indigenous
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Bicycle race for FUNDESBAN

offering consultant's offices, support and
technical
attendance,
for
the
fortification of the organic projects that
these cooperatives and organizations
make. We do not only want to be
within the obligations of the legal frame
but to try that in the measurement in
which the conditions and the result of
our operations are favorable, part of
those resources is repaid in benefit of the
workers.

Coffe town "Bonga" from the Kogui community
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The Sierra Nevada shows the highest
picks of Colombia: Bolivar with a 5,775
meters height and the Colon, with 5,770
meters height. The altitude and the
marine influence of winds and breezes in
the Northern and Western slopes
determine its general climate. The rivers
and the gorges that run to the sea and the
land’s wealth, help everything that is
seeded grow healthy and abundant.
At the level of the sea, at the borders of
the Caribbean Sea, where the Sierra
Nevada of Santa Marta is born there is an
extensive zone in which banana tree is
cultivated. Towards the stop, between the
1,000 and the 2,000 meters
approximately, near the forests that
correspond to the well-known strip
"coffee belt", are the cultures of that
product and on the other flank of the
Mountain range, at sea level but towards
the interior of the continent the palm
cultures can be found.
Lands are
assigned to families who live at the Sierra
Nevada of Santa Marta to be used in the
production of coffee through a defending
environmental foundation. The objective
of this foundation is to improve the
coffee that is produced in the mountain
range, and to natives and farmers the
ecological culture is taught to diminish
the contamination that in this region is
appearing. In the Sierra Nevada for being
an ecological reservation of great
proportions and countless variety of
plants and animals, the DAABON group
has impelled in that area the sustainable,
compatible development with the
declaration of the UNESCO. Another of
the important resources that there are in
the Sierra Nevada is the human resource.
There, even though settlers populate it,
there are several indigenous groups, the
Arhuacos, Koguis and Cuancamos, that
still conserve customs of there past. Our
human resource is varied, enabled and it
is strongly identified with the goals of the
company and mainly with the defense of
the environment. Many of them have
been with us for years, and therefore we
look for the benefits of the programs that
we have designed to support them in
education, health, and recreation.

Preserving the environment
In the last decade there has been an
increase in the conscience of the worldwide population, about the impact that
our habits of life has on the levels of
contamination of the planet, as well as on
our own health. DAABON group has
not been indifferent to this reality, and as
a result of it, it has become jumbled in
the participation of activities, that in one
or another way helps stopping the fast
planet’s deterioration. One of these
changes has been our participation, in the

development of a preferential market for
products and services that guarantee the
consumer, that in production of the
different products the atmosphere is
protected, and that for its own security,
our products do not contain polluting
agents. Nowadays we can proudly say
that we have products in the market
certified by the most prestigious
organizations at world-wide level, which
guarantees the consumer that the
production system used followed the

norms established by each of those
agencies. In order to fulfill these
certifications our agricultural activity and
our plantations, for familiar tradition,
they have been practicing and promoting
the conservation and recovery of natural
ecosystems, developing activities where
they excel the following actions:

Agro-Industrial
Activity

Defense Of The
Natural Resources

Defense Of The
Human Resource

We respect the agro-ecological
conditions of the specific area and the
region.

We prohibit the deforestation

We keep and promote programs of
environmental education for our
personnel.

We control erosion. We prevent land
and water contamination.

The margins of the public pathways
and areas where human activity exists
have trees planted.

We promote courses of first aid and
preventive health.

The growth of native vegetation within
the zone of damping is allowed and/or
to plant this zone with appropriate trees
and shrubs.

The hiring is within the social
security system, according to the
national legislation.

We take special measures for the
protection and recovery of the
biodiversity, in harmony with the
agro-ecological conditions of the
region. .
Our agro-industrial activity avoids the
deterioration of the existing water
resources, it promotes and stimulates
activities that tend to its recovery and
preservation.
Our agricultural activity avoids the
deterioration of grounds, and through
the organic system it recovers and
enriches it.
Las áreas de cultivo se mantienen
libres de contaminantes como
plásticos, vidrios y de cualquier

The areas of damping of rivers, lakes,
streams and water births, are protected
establishing appropriate distances
between the edge of the plantation and
the edge of the water resource.
The remainders of the organic cultures
are turned into fertilizer and reverted
into the ground.

Compost is our main source of
nutrition for the cultures.
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The free organization and the
opinion right are respected.

Occupational health in the workers
exists.

Communal relations: In the areas of
influence of our agricultural
products communication channels
remain.

Our Products
The Sierra Nevada of Santa Marta, the
surroundings where DAABON group
develops its agro-industrial activities, has
special and advantageous characteristics
for the organic product culture, because
the land has the perfect conditions,
climate and the wealth of their fields.

DEHYDRATED FRUITS

ORGANIC
BANANA
TREE
The Dávila family,
Creators
of
the
DAABON group, has
been in the banana business for
three generations. Since the decade of
the 90’s it introduced to Colombia the
production of organic banana tree.
This banana tree because of the special
conditions of its demandfulfills all the
environmental and social norms that
demand the most important seals. The
main markets are the European
Community, the U.S. and Japan.
ORGANIC COFFEE

Organic shortening packaging for Spectrum

ORGANIC OIL OF PALM AND
ITS DERIVATIVES
C.I Tequendama is the company that
within our group has been dedicated for
more than 20 years to the plantation,
pressed and refined of commercial oil.
In the last ten years one has specialized
in the processes of organic oil refinement
of palm and their derivatives.
The company is recognized as a pioneer
in the production of this type of oil,
being at the moment, the greatest
producer in Latin America.
The quality controls that are used in the
product’s elaboration are strict so that
we can fulfill the demanded natural
methods.
The company has laboratories equipped
with the most modern technical
resources and the personnel is highly is
qualified and deeply committed to the
investigations of organic palm.

The Colombian Arabic coffee type has
always been appreciated by its
consumers throughout the world for its
smoothness and excellent quality. At the
present, the DAABON group promotes
in the international markets, an organic
coffee of an exquisite flavor, and which,
little by little has gained the acceptance
of the consumers for its quality and for
the benefit that represents to the
community.
Our plantations are in the slopes of the
mountains of the Sierra Nevada of Santa
Marta, ideal place for seedtime of the
coffee due to their frequent rain and
abundant sun.
ORGANIC AZUCAR
The organic sugar at the present time is
the leader within organic products
around the world, for direct
consumption or as raw material for
other important products and processes.
DAABON
group
has
been
commercializing and exporting these
products through the Providence Sugar
Mill Agreement and has been certified
by the main European authorities.
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The Colombian fruits are world-wide
known for their quality and variety. The
size, color, flavor, and aroma are desired
and envied by all the foreign consumers.
In addition the volume to proteins and
vitamins that contained in them is really
high.
This is why our fruits count on the
endorsement and they are destined
without a problem to the most selected
clients

THAT IS WHY WE DIFFER
FROM OTHERS
Although the agro-industrial activity becomes
more and more competitive and complex to
handle by the increasing exigencies of quality,
high levels of automation and environmental
protection, DAABON group has faced these
challenges. Consequently, the most
remarkable difference with the traditional
companies, is that in addition to being
pioneers in the development of the organic
culture in the region and the country, we
continue heading the alternative agriculture
promoting the sustainable development. We
do not use chemical agents like most of the
traditional cultivators. Equally, we have
seriously taken the defense commitment of
the environment, jeopardizing ourselves in
the search of the well-being of our workers.
We are in the line to produce foods with the
limited resources of the ecosystem, within an
economic , social and environmental vision,
impelling investigation, transference,
qualification and documentation of the
organic production.
DAABON group believes in Colombia and it
motivates the fact that it is necessary to
continue supporting within our plantations
alternative agriculture, to arrive at the balance
and necessary balances for a sustainable
development.
Our goal of making things as we are
accustomed to, makes us different from the
others and it projects us as a serious company
that promotes the production heals and safe
of foods from the environmental, social and
economic point of view.

Don Diego river farm.

Don Diego entrance view
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Technical visit to Palmares Tequendama

WHAT ARE THE ORGANIC
PRODUCTS?
The organic products are those that are
obtained through sustainable production
systems, which do not present/display
chemical remainders and whose system of
elaboration protects the natural balance of
the environment when not using fertilizers,
regulating growth pesticides, additives,
colorings obtained by synthesis, to name
some. Organic agriculture offers a
technological alternative to make its
harmonious practice with dynamics of the
ecosystems and, also, a profitable
alternative for the agricultural sector and an
option of consumption that diminishes the
risks that the foods can have in the health
of the population.
The existence of more consumers conscious
of the necessity of protecting the
environment, the changes in the
consumption habits and the exigency of
healthy foods and good quality, are factors
that have contributed to that the
production and the commerce of organic
acquire a rate of accelerated development.
It is a fact that the international market has
been showing clear signals of expansion of
the demand by ecological organic products
and that a shortage of supplies in the
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...Our company,
social, environmental
and economically
markets of the existing developed
countries. At national level, the chains sustainable

of supermarkets have also identified an
increasing demand that has not been
able to satisfy yet because of lack of
regular and reliable suppliers. The
growth of the organic product
consumption in the world is due to
three causes basically:
1. The consumers find in this product a
more healthful alternative.
2. This product guarantees a friendlier
production with the environment.
3. The organic products are associated
to products of greater quality
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conservation of their natural resources.
This identifies the group with its
objectives because its process conserves
the Earth, water and the natural
resources, do not produce environmental
degradation, are technically appropriate,
economically viable and socially fair.
The group has always been jeopardized
with the development of the region and
the country that is why its actions in the
communitarian scope are based on the
principle of social responsibility. Our
goal is to consolidate as an important
producer of organic agro-alimentation
products in the region, re-enforcing its
markets abroad. We know that to be
able to continue growing means the
improvement of the conditions of life of
all workers, the community and of the
region, the most important elements for
the company.

